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THE HOLY BIBLE |

Please memorize
ery this portion
b, A

PSALM 46:1-7

I. God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help
in irouble.

2. Therefore will not we [ear,
though the earth be removed,
and though the mountains be
carmied mto the midst of the
sea:

3. Though the waters thereof
roar and be troubled, though
the mountains shake with the
swelling thereofl. Selah.

4. There 15 a nver, the streams
whereof shall make glad the
city of God, the holy place of
the tabemacles of the most
High.

5. Godisin the madst of her; she
shall not be moved: God shall
help her, and that right early.

6. The heathen raped, the
kingdoms were moved: he
ultered his voice, the earth
melted.

7. The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our
refuge. Selah.

/A (YOU HAVE A REFUGE!

Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and our Lord Jesus Chnst, who gave
Himsell for our sins and delivers us from the
schemes of the enemy. He is our Refuge, our

Fortress, and our ever-present help in times of - ; A
trouble. { I
Thunk you so much for being a partof our = : i

Echo of His Call extended family. We are deeply
grateful for the privilege of connecting with you each month through this
magazine,

If this magazine has been a blessing to you, we would love to hear
from you. Please feel free to share your testimonies, thoughts, and
sugeestions with us. Your encouragement means so much to us.

GODIS OURREFUGE!

Finding Safety, Strength, and Hope in God.
o Contd, to page 3
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Christian YouTube Channel!
Every day 2 minutes message by
Pr. 5. Sam Selva Raj!

in English, Hindi Languvage - 1.00 A.M.,
J in Tamil & Telugu Longuage - 2.00 A.M._

'|-\ : [~ and

PR~ Tamil & English Message & Prayer

' Sunday 8.30 A.M. & 6.00 PM.

Please Subscribe if you are biessed! Share with whom you love & carell
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Echo of His Call

Instead of your shame you shall have double
honor, and instead of confusion they shall
rejoice in their portion. Therefore in their
land they shall possess double; everlasting ]

joy shall be theirs. - Isaiah 61:7.

Dear Friends,

Greetings to you in the sweet name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

Thank you for reading this 1ssue of Echo
of His Call. We pray that God will nchly bless S
you through the articles, testimonies, and J
messages in this edition. 3

It 158 with a heavy hearl, yet with the|
blessed hope of the resurrection, that 1 share the
news of the homegoing of my beloved wife, Mrs. Jesy Veena Sam, who
entered into the glonous presence of the Lord on 20 September 2026 at
10:30 p.m., following a prolonged illness of the lungs.

For the past 52 years, she faithfully stood alongside me in the
service of our Lord. She has fought the good fight, finished her race, and
kept the faith. She has now entered the presence of her Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Chnist, whom she loved above all else and served with unwavering
devotion and sincenty throughout her hife.

Words cannot adequately express what | feel at this time. Yet, |
choose to praise God and thank Him lor the precious life she lived, the
years we shared in ministry, and the countless lives she touched through
her love and service. We have the blessed assurance that we will meet her
again soon at the coming of our Lord in the air.

I am also pleased to share that our pranddaughter, Sis. Andrea
Christmas Henry, and our daughter, Rev. Angeline Selvakumari
Henry, have been appointed by the Goverming Board to carry forward the
future rumistries of Echo of His Call. | wall continue to assist and support
them until all the official formalities are completed.

m! ~
A ¢ R .

— i i(- - . i
Rev. Dr. M. Muthn, Chairman, Bro. Moses (prandson), Pr. Som, Sis. Andrea & Rev. Angeline

ﬁur Minisiries: © ECHO OF HIS CALL Monthly Magarines (16 languages) O BIBLECOR - Postal Courses (3 langusges) O YouTabe Ministry |
E & Ouling Courses O Theological Correspondence Cowrses (2 languages) O Church Planting & Nebemiah Bible Collepes :
I O Gospel Printing Press © Great Commission Partners© St Paul’s Matriculation School © Crusades & Community Development :
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Get-Together on 26th September, from 9:30
am. to 2:30 p.m. Around 100 men and women
attended the gathening. Our Nehemiah Bible
Colleges Principal, Rev. Dr. J. John
Rajarathnam, served as the resource person. We
thank God that everyone was greatly blessed and
refreshed with a fresh anomting from the Lord.
We are deeply grateful to each one of
you for your prayers, love, and faithful support
for the Echo of His Call Ministries. Your
prayers and encouragement mean so much to us,
especially during this season of transition.
Please continue to stand with us in prayer as we
move forward in the mmistry God has entrusted

“K‘ 4 : | .

4
10
l A :
We also had a wonderful time of munistry at our mam
Church under the theme The Family of Jesus — A Sweet

1O us.

May the Lord bless you abundantly,
strengthen you, and fill your hearts with His
everlasting joy.

With love and prayer,

In Christ Jesus, vour brother,
Pr. 5. Sam Seloa Raj.
E.mail : sam@echoofhiscall.org

—..Contd. from page |
THENAMES OF GOD!

The Bible reveals God to us
through many names and ttles,
each one revealing something
about His character, nature, and
relationship with His people.

One description of God that
has especially fascinated me is thas:

He 15 our Refuge.

| am nol sure how many
different expressions are used in
other languages, but in the Tamil
Bible, the concepl of refuge is
beautifully expressed through
words such as “maraividam™,
“pugahdam™, and “adaikalam™ - a
hiding place, a place of shelter, a
place of safety, and a place where
we are completely covered and
protected.

A refuge 1s a place to which
a person can [lee when danger is
approaching - a place of safety,
shelter, and protection from
impending catastrophe.

And what a beautiful
picture of our God!

When everything around us
seems uncertain, God remams our
safeplace.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE
SAY ABOUT GOD BEING
OUR REFUGE?

The Bible repeatedly reminds us
that God is our Refuge:

Truly He is my rock and
my salvation; He is my fortress, |
will not be shaken (Psalm 62:2).

God is our refuge and
strength, an ever-present help in
trouble. Psalm46:1.

I will say of the LORD, "He
is my refuge and my fortress, my
God, in whom I trust. Psalm 91:2.

Trust in him at all times, O
people; pour out your hearts to
Him, for God is our refuge.
Psalm 62:8.

The LORD is good, a
refuge in times of trouble. He
cares for those who trust in Him.
Nahum 1:7.

The name of the LORD is

a strong tower; the righteous run
to it and are safe. Proverbs 18:10.

Every word of God proves
true; He is a shield to those who
take refuge in Him. - Proverbs 30:5.

What a wonderful
assurance!

God 15 not merely someone
we can turn to occasionally. He is
our Refuge at all imes.

APERSONALQUESTION!

How many of us can
sincerely say:

“He 1s my Refuge. He alone
ismy Refuge™?

As | meditated on this truth,
I was struck by how powerful and
reassuring the picture of God as our
Refuge really is.

It rerinded me of the Cities
of Refuge described in the Old
Testament. The more | studied
these cities, the more deeply 1
began to appreciate the incredible
Refuge we have in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

THECITIES OF REFUGE!

When God gave the
Promised Land to the inbes of



» -~ £co oF His cALL - encusH ST novemser 2026 « e

Israel, the Levites did nol receive a
territonal mhentance like the other
tribes. The Lord Himself was their
inhentance.

The Levites, however, do
not get a portion among you,
because the priestly service of the
LORD is their inheritance.. ..
Joshua 18:7.

However, each tnbe had to
allocate a portion of their land for
the Levites. They were given cilies
throughout the terntories of Israel.
Altogether, they received 48 cities,
and six of these were designated as
Cities of Refuge.

These si1x cities were
strategically distributed throughout
the land so that someone in danper
could reach one without having o
travel an impossible distance.
THE PURPOSE OF
CITIES OF REFUGE!

Mumbers 35:22-28 explains
the purpose ol these cities.

There were situations in
which one person caused the death
of another umintentionally. Insuch a
case, the person responsible for the
death could flee to one of the Cities
of Refuge for protection from the
avenger olblood.

The congregation would
then judge between the person who
caused the death and the avenger of
blood.

THE

If the death was determined
to have been accidental, the
manslayer could remain in the City
of Refuge until the death of the
serving high pnest.

However, there was an important
condition:

He had to remain within the
boundanes of the city.

Il he deliberately lefl the
City of Refuge before the death of
the high priest, he was no longer
under its protection, and the
avenger of blood could kill him

without incurning gult.

Alfier the death of the high
priest, the manslayer was [ree lo
relurn to his own land.

What a powerful picture of
refuge!

WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM
THE CITIES OF REFUGE?
1. They provided
protection.

The Cities of Refluge
protected a person who had caused
another person's death uminten-
tionally from the avenger of blood
until a proper judgment could take
place.

2. They provided a place
of safety.

IT the person was found to
have caused the death accidentally,
he could remain in the city under
protection.

3. They were accessible.

The six cities were
distnbuted throughout the land,
making refuge reasonably
accessible to all those whoneeded it

4. They were available to
more than just Israelites.
The provision extended not
only to Israelites but also to the
foreigner and sojourner living
among them.

5. The protection had
boundaries.

The person who had fled to
the city had to remain within s
boundaries. Leaving the city meant
leaving the place of protection.

6. The protection was
connected to the life of the
high priest.

The manslayer remained in
the city until the death of the
serving high pniest. Afier that, he
could return to his inheritance.

Can you imagine the relief
of someone running for his life afler

an accidental death, knowing that
there was a city where he could find
protection?
THE SIX CITIES OF
REFUGE!

God appomted six Cities of
Refuge, three on each side of the
Jordan River.

West of the Jordan

Kedesh - in the hill country
of Naphtal, in the northern region.

Shechem - in the hill
country of Ephraim. in the central
region. (Galilee)

Hebron (Kiriath-arba) - in
the hill country of Judah, in the
southern region.

East of the Jordan

Golan - in Bashan, in the
northern region. (Allotted to the
tribe of Manasseh)

Ramoth in Gilead - in the
central region, in the termtory of
tribe of Gad.

Bezer- on the plateau, in the
territory of Reuben, in the southern
region.

These cites were delibe-
rately positioned so that refuge
would not be out of reach.

REFUGE IN THE
TESTAMENT!

So what does this picture of
refuge mean for us as believers
today?

Our ultimate Refuge 1s Lord
Jesus Christ.

The Cities of Refuge
provided temporary prolection
under the Old Covenant. But Lord
Jesus Chnst offers us something
infinitely prealer.

He did not die accidentally.

He willingly pave His life to
save us from our sins.

But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we

NEW

_.Contd. to page 6
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November 23
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November 26

MNovember 27

November 28

November 29

MNovember 30

December 01

December 02

December 03

November 20 =

Matriculation School and
MNehemiah Bible Colleges.

i
GREAT COMMISSION PARTNERS iy
TO SHARE (Gaistions6:7)  SUPPORT (Romans1213)  SPEED UP (Il Timothy 1:6) TR
PRAISE & PRAYER POINTS - From November 19, 20126 To December 18, 2024 & };'
(Please take this sheet out, fold it and keep itin your Bible and pray continuously) ¢ o
#PRAISE GOD FOR._.. #PLEASE PRAY FOR _.
November 19 = Ouwr dedicated Sunday School | | December 04 = The safety and security of our
teachers. Semior Pastor and his farmly.
God's blessing upon our mam | | December 05 = Unity among all the citizens of
Church and its branches with our country.
more children attending Sunday | | December 06 = The welfare of our Associate
School. Editors and their famihes.
The miracles of God being ex- | | December 07 © The safety and protection of
perienced through our Hospital Presidents, Prime Ministers,
Mimstry. and all government officials
The dedicated Associate Editors throughout the world.
who faithfully support our| | pecember 08 = Our Nehemiah Bible Colleges
Echo of His Call magazine and St. Paul's Matriculation
mmsiry. School.
God's blessing upon our organi- | | December 09 =  The repentance and deliverance
zation with new employees. of those struggling with alcoho-
God's blessing upon our Church lism and drug addiction.
with new behevers. December 10 =  God's mercy and grace to enable
Our Principal, teachers, and us to spread the Gospel in
other staff members ol St unreached places throughout
Paul's Matriculation School. India.
Our Senior Pastor and his| | December 11 = God's abundant blessings upon
commitment to propagating the all the Churches and pastors
Gospel through our multi- throughout the world.
faceted ministries. December 12 = The health, safety, and well-
God's blessings upon all our bemg of our State Co-ordina-
staff members and their tors and their families.
families. December 13«  Our Christmas celebrations and
Our regular supporters and their the Watch Night Service
active involvement in our welcoming the New Year 2027.
minmsiry. December 14 = Integrity, nghteousness, and
Ouwr field missionanes and their peace among all the nations of
families. the world.
God's blessings upon our Media | | December 15 = The safety and protection of all
Minmistry (YouTube) staff, who women and children through-
are dedicated to helping us out the world.
reach the unreached. December 16 = The removal of suicidal thou
The blessing and farthfulness of ghts and hopelessness among
our State Co-ordinators and young people.
ther families. December 17 =0 The recruntment of suitable and
God's provision for all our dedicated employees for our
ministerial needs. organization.
God's blessings upon St. Paul's | | December 18 = The expansion of our ministries

and the worldwide propagation
ofthe Gospel.
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were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Romans 5:8.

Lord Jesus Christ
conguered death and rose again!

And unlike the earthly high
priests, whose lives eventually
came to an end, our Great High
Priest lives forever,

Therefore, our Refuge is
nol temporary.

Our Refuge 1s eternal!
Romans 6:9 says:

For we know thatl since
Christ was raised from the dead,
he cannot die again; death no
longer has mastery over him.

What a glorious assurance!

Lord Jesus Christ became
our Refuge when we were still
sinners - when we were far from
God and separated from Him.

But He does not want us to
remain far away.

He calls us to come closer.

He calls us to trust Him
completely.

He calls us tomake Him our
dwelling place, our shelter, our
strong tower, and our Refuge.

The Bible says:

Those whe itrust in the
LORD are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be shaken but
endures forever. - Psalm 1251

Another translation says -

we will not be defeated if we pul
our trustinin Him NLT

Dear brothers and sisters,
God knows your circumstances. [
encourage you o taste and see how
good the Lord 1s.

When our confidence 1s
God, the storms may come, the
winds may blow, and
circumstances may change - but our
foundation remains unshaken
because our Refuge remains

faithful.

AN ALTERNATIVE REFUGE:
THE REFUGE OF LIES!

But the Bible also wams us
aboul another kind of refuge - a
falserefuge.

Isaiah 28:15 says:

... We have made a lie our
refuge and falschood our hiding-
place.

Instead of making God their
Refuge, people often place therr
trust in things that cannol
ultimately save them.

We know who the father of
lies is.

Satan has deceived
humanity by encouraging people to
place their trust in things that are
temporary, fragile, and incapable of
providing lasting security.

What are some of the things
that can become our false refuges?

Wealth, Fame, Education,
Power, Position, Talent, Success,
Relationships, Matenal possess-
ions and so on.

None of these things are
necessarily bad.

The danger comes when we
make them our refuge instead of
making God our Refuge.

When something created
takes the place of the Creator, 1t
becomes a false refupe.

It becomes a “refuge of

lies.” And every false refuge will
eventually Fail.

Isaiah 28:17-18 gives us a
sobering picture:

Hail will sweep away your
refuge, the lie, and water will
overflow your hiding place. Your
covenant with death will be
annulled; your agreement with
the realm of the dead will not
stand.

Everything built on
falsehood will eventually collapse.

But praise God - we have
something far better!

We have a Living Saviour.
We have a sure foundation.

We have the Comerstone -
Lord Jesus Christ.
Isaiah 28: 16 says:

See, [ lay a stone in Zion, a
tested stone, a precious corners-
tone for a sure foundation; the
one who relies on it will never be
stricken with panic.

Whalt a contrast!
The refuge of lies will
collapse.
But the Refuge we have in
Chnist willnever fail.
—Contd io page 9

Diploma in Theology &
Bachelor of Theology
Recognised by
International Christian Leaders &
Senior Pastors for the past 57 years

NEHEMIAH BIBLE COLLEGES,

i Chepauk & Santhoshapuram, Velachery Chennai.
yiissl Rush for admission!

Qualification :
10th Siznderd & above

Medium :Tamil (Part Time)
Hindi (Part Time)

Contact :

The Chairman, Nehemiah Bible College.

10, MOHAMMED ABDULLAH 2ND STREET, CHEPAUK, CHENNAL - 00 005, INDLA.
Phone : (+91-44) ZH52Z SZE2Z, Cell : (+81) BS410 71852 / 95661 31858

E.mail : sam@echoofhiscall.org / Website : www.echoofhiscall .org
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Echo of His Call Postal Courses
for candidates in India

&5

We offer Postal Course on
Basic Truths of The Bible to new
Christians and non-Christians in
English — 57 pages, Hindi — 76 pages
& Tamil — 96 papes. You will get a
Course Book entitled New Life —
For You! After the completion of
this course, you will get a
certificate. There will be no
compulsory fees. You will be

MAIN CHURCH PROGRAMMES
l. Prayer Service : 24 hours
ECHO OF HIS CALL - Monthly Magazines :English, Tamil,
Malayalam, Telugu, Hindi, Kannada, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali,
Odiya, Nepali, Assamese, Punjabi, Urdu, Sinhala & Afrikaans.
BIBLECOR - Basic Bible Courses (English, Tamil & Tindi)
Theological Correspondence Courses: English & Tamil
Nehemiah Bible Colleges (Chepauk, Santhoshapuram & Velachery)
Branch Churches: Santhoshapuram, Balaji Nagar & Velachery
Great Commission Partners (Network of Pastors)
Training Programmes — Seminars & Retreats
Crusades
10. Literature Dhistribution and Follow Up
11. Gospel Printing Press - Publications
12. 5t Paul’s Matriculation School - Village English High School
13. Sunday Schools (Chepauk) : 1030 a.m. Sunday &

1. BIBLECOR

bl e BSAT LBl

(Velachery, Balaji Nagar & Santhoshapuram) 3.00 p.m. Sunday blessed! - Editor
14. Early Morning Service : 530 a.m. Sunday
5. Preliminary Service : 8.00 am. Sunday lTHEmnGIc‘E!'ﬂuc&FERESPMEEE
16. Tamil Service : 8.30 am. Sunday

17, Children Schoal : 11.00 a.m. Sunday
18. Youth Meeting : 1108 a.m. Sanday
[9. Elders for Christ Mecting : 11.00 a.m. Sunday
2. Fellowship Lunch : 0100 p.om. Senday
21. Telugo Service : 4.00 p.m. Sunday
22, Hindi Service : 5,00 p.m. Sunday

Advanced Distance
Education called Theological
Correspondence Course is
available in English — 537 pages and
Tamil — 652 pages for Pastors,

23. Tamil & English Service : 6.00 p.m. Sunday

Evangelists, Christian Leaders and

24, Feedback Time : B.00 p.m. Sunday for lay people who have passion to

gg- ﬁmieg:s Prayer : gf}g p.n. ?’t_ﬁ:ii;mday do God's Ministry! A fee of Rs.
il = LN PRL TRIRY 1000/- is charged. 7 Books with 149

27. Discipleship Meeting : 6.00 p.m. Saturday Chapterq:;:?;ppli -4 Certificate in

28. House Meetings : 630 p.m. Tuesday & Thursday Y

29. Special Holy Communion : 6.00 am. 1" day of each month Ministry will be awarded. God will

30. Workers Meeting : 530 p.m. First Saturday bless you!

31. Parents” Prayer : 4.00 p.m. First Sunday For more details, write fo us.

32. Night Prayer : 930 p.m. Third Friday ; Sb W

33. Fasting Prayer : 9:30 am. Second Saturday - EFT:““:I:: {H.:MPT:IB::‘“;:: flege,

34. Holy Communion : Second Sunday Service .EI!F_PMIK, (J{FMM SN 0%

35. Youth / Kid Prayer : 10.00 p.m. daily (over phone) i

16. Staff Devotion : 900 am. daily Ph.: (044) 2852 8182, 1852 9293, 2854 7766,

17. Office : 900 am. to 9.00 p.m. Cell : 98410 TIBSZ, 95661 31858

{except Sundays)

E.mail : biblecor@yahoo.co.in

A good opportunity to get

TAX EXEMPTION
Donations by any mdividual or organization from India to Eche of His

Echo of His Call

monfhly magazine at free of cost

If you could send the addresses
of your friends / relatives through
post, letter, email, WhatsApp or

one to us, we will dispatch
Echo of His Call monthly
magazine to them at free of cost.

Call Educational Trust arc cligible for Income Tax exemption under Scction 800G
of the Income Tax Act. Official receipts will be issucd for this purposc. Please make
your Demand Drafis / Cheques / MO, for such donations in favour of Echo of His
Call Educational Trust and send (o us, along with your Aadhar Number and PAN
for getting Income Tax Exemption.

: ECHOOF HIS CALL EDUCATHONAL TRUST

: 1023 2913 ROS

: STATE BANK OF INDiA

1 TRIPLICANE, CHENNAL - 600 005

: SBIN HH24%

: SBININ BB 455

Accounl Name
Actoun! Namber
Bank Name
Branch

IFSC Code
SWIFT Codde
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@ | P PALACE
\ (Life experiences of Pastor S. Sam Selva Rayj)
'.,"45 A8 “Whoever reads, let him understand”™ (Matthew 24:15)
\— S y
ol I AM PDDR ANB NEEDY YET THE LDRD 'I'HINI{ETH UPDN M_E " (PSALM 40:17)

Abuui ﬁl'l}' years ago, a great revival meeting

was held in Chennai. Several renowned preachers had
come from South Affca, and God ormed many
great miracles through their mmistry. Large numbers
of people witnessed these miracles and heard the
Gospel of Jesus Chnist for the first time in their lives. |
had the privilege of assisting them as a volunteer.

After the final meeting was over, a small
gathermg was held for the guests and the workers who
had helped make the meetings a success. Suddenly,
the Chief Guest from South Africa called me and
asked about me. He appreciated my sincere and
dedicated work in putting up banners, welcoming new
friends, and assisting the participanis throughout the
revival meetings.

He then asked me where | came from and
requested that | meet him at the airport at 4:00 a.m. the
following moming, when he would be departing from
India.

I told him that it would be very difficult for me
to reach the airport that early in the morming because |
had only a very old bicycle, which was not in good
enough condition to make the journey from my home
to the airport. The distance was more than 25
kilometres.

Immediately, he looked around, saw a well-
known evangelist from the city, called him by name,
and sad, “This 18 Brother Sam Selva Raj. 1 have
noticed that he has been doing a very good job
voluntarily, and 1 see something special in him. |
would like to spend some time with him at the amrport
before I leave India. Since he 1s very poor and has no
proper means of transportation to the airport early
tomorrow morning, | would be grateful if you could
bring him with you in yOur car, as you will be coming
to the airport to see me ofT.”

However, the evangelist became angry with
me and replied to the Chiel Guest, “1 have no space in
my car to lake this man. Let him not come to the
atrport.”

The Chief Guest then asked him, “Are there
any other people coming with you to the airport?”

He replied, “No one is coming with me, but |
cannot help this poor man.™

The servant of God, who was the Chiel Guest,
was deeply shocked to hear these words. He called
me, placed his hands upon my head, and prayed for
me with tears, asking God to bless me matenally as
well.

He then said to me, “My brother Sam, | know
that you are a humble servant of the great God whom |
serve. | speak prospenty over you and your minisiry.
The God whom I serve will open the windows of
heaven and bless vou with many vehicles and all the
other infrastructure necessary for your ministry in
India. You should not hate the brother who did not
want to take you to the airport | Wl'li':ll he himself was
travelling there tomorrow moming.™

This expenence did not cause me bitterness or
pain. Instead, I was thankful to God for the blessed
words spoken over my life through His servant.

Years passed, but God remamed faithful. He
never forgot me. In due course, God blessed me with
vehicles and all the necessary equipment for His
minisiry. Over ime, He enabled me and my fellow
workers to travel to that very same airport many times
mn our own vehicles.

What a wonderful God we serve! The same
God 1s stll alive. He 1s the same yesterday, today, and
forever.

My dear reader, are you uncomfortable
because others do not recognise the anointing upon
your life? Have you become discouraged because of
your present circumstances or lowly position? Are
you being underestimated even by your own people?
God says:

Let not your heart be troubled...
T'will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.
- John 14:1, I8

Do not allow the opinions or rejection of
others to determine your worth or your future.
Continue to walk humbly with God and remain
farthful to His calling. Live your life in the centre of
His will. In His appointed time, He 1s able to hift you
from the pit to the palace and turn your circumstances
around for His glory.

Godbless you!
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WHERE OR WHAT IS OUR
REFUGE TODAY?

There is something
important we need to understand.

The person who [led to a
City of Refuge had to remain within
the city. If he dehberately steps
outside its boundaries, he will place
himselfin danger.

Likewise, as believers, we
must learn to abide in Chnist.

Lord Jesus Christ said:

Remain in me, and 1 will
remain in you ... John 15:4.

Our security 15 nol found in
occasionally running to God when
we are in trouble and then returning
to our old ways when the crisis is
over. It 15 important to have a
relationship with God and equally
important to have a Church and a
paslor.

We are called to remam in
Him.

God has also given us the
gift of His Church - a spiritual
family where we can be streng-
thened, encouraged, corrected,
prayed for, and supported.

In today's world, Church
altendance and spiritual
accountability can sometimes be
treated as ouldated or unnecessary.

But God's design is
different.

We need one another.

It 18 important to be rooted
in a Bible-believing Church and to
have godly spiritual leadership and
pastoral care. We need people who
will pray with us, encourage us,
speak God's truth to us, and stand
with us and our families in times of
need.

We were never designed to
walk this journey alone.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO
HAVEAPLACE OFREFUGE?
Let us remind ourselves of

the lessons we can leamn from the
Cities ol Refuge.

l. A person who had caused a
death unintentionally could flee
to aplace ol safety.

2. The city provided protection
while the matter was properly
Judged.

3. The avenger of blood could not
simply enter the city and take
the person's hife.

4. The protection had boundaries.
The person had to remain within
the city.

5. The protection lasted until the
death ofthe high priest.

6. What do you think the person's
prayer would have been?
Perhaps a prayer [or the long life
of the High Priest? He must
have longed for the day when he
could bnally return to his
mherntance.

And here i1s where the
picture becomes beautiful for us as
believers.

Thankfully, we are no
longer hmited to six geographical
cies.

We have something
infimitely greater.

We have Lord Jesus Chnst
as our Refuge!

Bible says:

.. We who have fled to
take hold of the hope set before us
may be greatly encouraged.
(Hebrews 6:18)

We have Ned for refuge -
not to a physical city, but to Lord
Jesus Christ Himsel [

IN THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST!

* Heisa Refuge for all who come
to Him in faith.

*  His love and invitation extend
to all people.

*  His protection 1s not temporary,
because our Greal High Priest
lives forever.

* He 1s our Fortress and Strong
Tower, the enemy cannot louch
us.

* He 1% our Comerstone and our
sure foundation - “He who
touches you touches the apple
ofMy Eye” - says the Lord.

* He is able to keep us when we
place our trust in Him.

* Whether we have sinned

willfully or not, God is our
refuge because He died for us
and His blood cleanses us from
all sin, and His grace is
sufficient forus.
The guestion i1s not whether
our circumstances are difTicult.
All we need to do 15 run Lo
Him, for imn Him we find refuge,
strength, and safety.

COME INTO HIS
PRESENCE!

Lord Jesus Christ gives ux thix
beautiful invitation:
Whoever comes to me |
will never cast away. - (John 6:37).
What an invitation!
Whatever circumstance
you are facing today, whatever
battle you are fighting, whatever
fear 1s surrounding you, whatever
uncertainty lies ahead - remember
this:
WE HAVE A REFUGE!
Notatemporary refuge.
Not arefuge built on wealth.
Mot arefuge built on fame.
Notarefuge built on education.
Notarefuge built on power.
Not arefuge bult on talent.
Not a refuge built on human
strength,
And certainly not a refuge
built on lies.
WE HAVE THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST!

He s our Refuge.

He 15 our Fortress.

He 15 our Strong Tower.

He 15 our Comerstone.

He 15 our Sure Foundation.

And because our Greatl
High Priest lives forever, our
Refuge is forever.

So, dear brothers and
sisters, let us run to Him. Take the
Lord Jesus Christ as your Refuge.
Trust Him completely, abide in
Him and remam i Him.
Andremember:

HEISOUR REFUGE!

-
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