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The Secret of Spiritual Strength

Bro. David Wilkerson
The prophet Isaiah pronounced a woe upon Israel: “Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord” (Isaiah 30:1). The Hebrew word for woe here signifies a deep sorrow and grief. What had God’s people done to hurt him so deeply? Why did he call them rebellious? After all, they weren’t heathen; they were his own children. What awful sin did they commit that caused him to say they were rebellious?

The word Isaiah uses for rebellion in this verse means backsliding, stubbornness, a turning away. What, exactly, were God’s people turning away from? And what caused their backsliding?

We find the answer in the next phrase: “(They) take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit” (Isaiah 30:1). The phrase “cover with a covering” here means they make their own plans. Simply put, God said. “My people no longer consult me. They don’t look to me for guidance and counsel. Instead, they lean on the arm of the flesh. And every time they act without seeking me, turning to the world for help, they pile sin upon sin. They’ve forsaken their trust in the strong arm of the Lord.”

Today, we think of rebellion as refusing to obey God’s word and turning to drugs, alcohol, fornication or other gross sins. But the rebellion God refers to here is far more grievous than these things. The Lord’s own people were saying. “Let’s not bother God with this we have the wisdom and will to do it on our own.”

Yet, God’s people knew full well they were to trust the Lord in every situation, no matter how insignificant. The Psalms constantly reminded them of this: “How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings” (Psalm 36:7), “My soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge” (Psalm 57:1), “Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice” (Psalm 63:7).

Now God’s people were facing a great crisis. The Assyrians had declared war on Judah, and the mighty enemy was approaching fast with thousands of Chariots. This was the mother of all crises for Judah. Their situation looked absolutely hopeless.

Yet Judah didn’t turn to the Lord in their crisis. They ignored God and leaned instead on their own wits. First, they sent ambassadors to Egypt to ask Pharaoh’s army to loan them horses for battle. Then they tried to bribe Egypt to fight the Assyrians for them. In short, they sought strength from the wicked: “(They) go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt” (Isaiah 30:2). 

I wonder why none of Judah’s leaders asked, “What did our godly fathers do in such threatening times? After all, we have a great history of deliverance. Where did they seek counsel? How did they find help in time of need?”

They might have recalled David’s situation, when the Philistine armies had spread through the valley of Rephaim. David had just been anointed as King of Israel, and he didn’t know what to do. The Bible says, “David enquired of God, saying, Shall I go up against the Philistines? And wilt thou deliver them into mine hand?”    (I Chronicles 14:10). 


David sought the Lord alone for his guidance. He didn’t ask the advice of any counselor, even though he had many wise men around him to call upon (and the scriptures say there is wisdom in many counselors). But David went to God in prayer, asking for specific guidance. And the Lord gave it to him: “The Lord said unto him, go up; for I will deliver them into thine hand”  (I Chronicles 14:10). God blessed David with a great victory, because he inquired of the Lord.

But the Philistines suddenly regrouped. Now they came back at Israel with a fresh army. At this point, David could have reasoned, “The strategy God gave us against this enemy worked the first time. We’ll just use the same plan again.”  But David refused to rely on anything other than a fresh word from God. “Therefore David enquired again of God; and God said unto him, Go not up after them”   (I Chronicles 14:14).
I believe no two of God’s plans are the same. And the Lord had a new strategy for David here. He instructed him, “Come upon them over against the mulberry trees. And it shall be, when thou shalt hear a sound of going (rustling) in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt go out to battle; for God is gone forth before thee to smite the host of the Philistines” (I Chronicles 14:14-15).
I ask you: What military advisor could have given such advice? And who would have believed such a plan, if they’d heard it? I imagine  Israel’s captains saying, “David, are you telling me we’re supposed to sit around and listen for the wind to blow in some tree tops that’s when we are supposed to attack the Philistines, and expect God to give them into our hands? Have you gone crazy?”

Our God has ways that are beyond our human ways. His plans may seem absolutely foolish in the eyes of men. But our Lord works supernaturally through our obedience to his word by faith: “David therefore did as God commanded him: and they smote the host of the Philistines from Gibeon even to Gazer” (I Chronicles 14:16).

King Asa Is a Different Example
Asa was King when a million-man army of Ethiopians attacked, bringing scores of chariots and horsemen. “And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude” (2 Chronicles 14:11). 

In essence, Asa was crying, “Lord, we put our trust in you. “Here was a godly king who “did that which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God” (2 Chronicles 14:2). Indeed, Asa “commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment” (2 Chronicles 14:4).

When the crisis came, Asa went straight to God in prayer. He didn’t have to gather a committee to spend days scheming and planning. He had many wise people at his disposal- soldiers, politicians, strategists, counselors – but he sought God first. Asa prayed, “Lord, what should I do?” God responded by giving Asa a word, and by delivering Judah miraculously. “So the Lord smote the Ehiopians before Asa, and before Judah” (2 Chronicles 14:12).
Then another crisis arose. I believe this trial was meant as a test of Asa’s faith. According to scripture, “Israel came up against Judah” (2 Chronicles 16:1), capturing the city of Ramah. But Asa didn’t turn to God again, as David had done. Instead, he formed his own plan. He reasoned, “That million-man force from Ethtiopia was a different matter. I needed God then. But this army from Israel is no big deal. I can handle it on my own.”

How did Asa attempt to solve his problem? He tried bribing Syria to come against Israel. Asa even took gold and silver from the temple treasury and from his own accounts to use as bribe money. Then he dispatched ambassadors to persuade Syria’s king, Benhadad, to break his peace accord with Israel and attack them.

The plan seemed to work. Syria moved against Israel, the Israelites abandoned Ramah, and Asa retook the city. Asa’s self-conceived plan, which had ignored God completely, appeared successful. And the king congratulated himself for his cleverness.

But the Lord was grieved. He told Asa, “Because thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God, therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. Were not the Ethiopians… a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, he delivered them into thine hand. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars” 16:7-9).
God was saying, in short, “Asa, at one time you relied only on me. And because of your trust, I delivered a great army into your hand. But now you’ve relied on your own wits and on the Syrians. You know this was not my way. And I will not allow it. You’ve acted foolishly, Asa. And from now on, you’ll have not peace, but wars.”

Many of us are like Asa. We receive a great deliverance from God, and we thank him with loud praises. We promise, “Lord, from now on, I won’t go anywhere or do anything until I inquire of you. I’am going to pray about everything.” But then another crisis arises, and suddenly things are different. We think: we can rely on our old plans and successes. So we end up taking matters into our own hands. The Lord may allow our self-made plans to work momentarily. But eventually, we end up in total confusion.

You may object, “God has given me a good mind, and I’m supposed to use it. He wants me to figure things out.” Yes, but only after receiving His direction in prayer. We can never obtain the mind of God by relying on our own reasoning. The apostle Paul tells us the carnal mind can’t understand the spiritual mind (Romans 8:5-7).

Let’s say you’re single, and you’ve been praying for God to bring a spouse into your life. That’s a good thing. But over time you’ve grown impatient with the Lord’s timetable. You’ve waited on God, but the right person still hasn’t come along. So you set your sights on a certain person, and suddenly you’re scheming to trap him. You may get your spouse. But, like Asa, you’ll most likely get war, with no peace. You’ll pay a heavy cost you hadn’t counted on misunder-standing and confusion. 

Worse, you’ll grieve the Lord. You’ll hear his woe to you: “Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of your Egypt your confusion” (Isaiah 30:3). He’ll say, “You trusted in the arm of your flesh, even though I warned you that doing so is foolish. Now you’re going to pay a price for not fully relying on me in all things. You’ll end up in sorrow and confusion.”

God Told Isaiah to Write Down His Grief Over Judah’s Rebellion
“Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever” (Isaiah 30:8). God was saying, in essence, “I want every generation, from now know my deep sorrow over this kind of rebellion. Write it down, Isaiah, so that all people, at all times, will understand my grief when they trust in some worldly provision and not in me.”

The rebellion that God describes here is an act of defiance, a resistance to his total rule and authority in our lives. It’s refusal to seek his mind in all things. This includes not just the big things of life, but the small things: family matters, hurts, personal worries. And it encompasses every aspect of our being – the spiritual, the physical, the mental, everything. Rebellion against God’s rule means saying, “I can do this by myself. I don’t need to bother God.” But God wants to be bothered.

Simply put, if you’re not seeking the Lord for all your guidance - if you’re not crying out to him for direction, if you’re not trusting in his faithfulness, if you’re trying to make things happen on your own – you’re in rebellion. God declares, “I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts” (Isaiah 65:2).
In light of God’s warning, ask yourself: is it possible you’re in rebellion against God, inspite of your devotion, worship and righteous walk? You may pray, fast and faithfully attend church. But could there be this kind of rebellion in your life? Could it be the reason you’re facing confusion or warfare in your home, your family, your job?

I pose the same question to ministers. When God looks on you, does he say, “My child, at times you still do your work of ministry without seeking me. I want to be involved in everything, from the hairs of your head to the soles of your feet. If you don’t ‘ask at my mouth’ or trust in the shadow of my wings, you are in rebellion.”

Our Lord wants to be our keeper. “Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy-keeper” (Psalm 121:4-5). The Hebrew word for keeper here means guard, protector, director, guide. Our Lord is a vigilant, protective father who takes great joy in keeping and preserving his children.

Isaiah Lists the Good Things That Come to Those Who Wait on the Lord in All Ways
“Blessed are all they that wait for him… thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry… And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying. This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left… Ye shall have a song, as in the night… and gladness of heart” (Isaiah 30:18-19, 21,29). Isaiah was saying, “If you’ll just wait on the Lord – if you’ll cry out to him again and return to trusting him- he’ll do for you everything I’ve said and more.”

God can merely speak a word, and the enemy will falter before us: “For through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be beaten down” (30:31). Beloved, there is no matter our father can’t solve, no battle he can’t win for us, with a mere word from his lips. Isaiah says “the breath of the Lord” will consume everything in our way (30:33).

Yes, dear saint, he wants it all – your health, your family, your future. He wants you to entrust him with every matter. And he wants you to live in quietness, confidence and rest. So, go to your secret closet and get alone with the Lord. Bring everything to him. He has promised, “You’ll hear my word behind you, telling you which way to go. This is the way – now. Walk in it.”

Editorial February 2012

 
Dearly beloved brothers and sisters,

Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are so privileged to receive wonderful response to our Echo of His Call monthly magazine in all 16 languages, through your letters, e. mails and support.  Even though thousands of magazines are published in certain languages by certain eminent writers, we are glad that Echo of His Call is also read by our thousands of readers each month.  On the other hand, we understand that there are very limited Christian publications in the languages like Marathi, Bengali, Gujarati, Oriya, Assamese, Punjabi, Urdu, Nepali, Sinhala etc.  So it is our prayer and wish that God should raise more and more writers and publishers in all these languages also to disseminate the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ through printed papers.

 The book entitled, “Is Jesus the Founder of Christianity” written in English by our Associate Editor, Bro. Manuel Paulraj is well received by so many friends like you.  It is a wonderful book containing 430 pages 230mm x 160mm size.  It is available in all the leading Christian bookshops in the city of Chennai and with our office.  You may send a donation of 150 Rupees to him (postage free) through our office, and get a copy and encourage him. Now he is translating the book into Tamil and we are taking steps to publish it in other languages also.  It is our desire that such good writers should come up in the Christian field also.

 We are overwhelmed to receive a fantastic response to our new effort, Great Commission Partners.  We have our Partners from Kanyakumari to Kashmir who are so strong in building up a sincere relationship with the servants of God who are in the active mission field.  We are sure that through this network we can reach the un-reached millions in India and the neighbouring countries like Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh Srilanka etc.  If you are interested in praying or participating in this great venture, you may please contact us.

This year, we have to visit a lot of places in India and outside to preach the Gospel, encourage various servants of God and renew our fellowship in the Lord with our Partners.  Please continue to pray to God for granting travel mercies to us. Please pray that God would raise more and more co-workers  to pray with us and to work with us with one accord in reaching the perishing souls through the glorious gospel of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  It is painful to see that the modern Christians are so comfortable only in attending their church services on Sundays and giving tithes and offerings but avoid themselves from involving in active ministries.  Let us pray for a mighty revival among the existing Christians and Churches.

By God’s grace, I participated in the one day Fasting Prayer for World Revival on the 6th January, 2012 at Kanyakumari, the southern most part of India.  It has really renewed my spirit for praying for a mighty spiritual revival throughout the world.

We are burdened to produce more zealous servants of God to preach the Gospel.  So we are working seriously to start our Residential Nehemiah Bible College at Velachery, Chennai from the first week of June this year.  We have great needs before the commencement of this college.  We would be grateful if you could come forward to pray for this specific ministry.

 Hoping to hear from you.

 God bless you more and more and enable you to step forward with new strength, power, wisdom and longevity.

Your brother and servant in Christ Jesus,

     S. SAM SELVA RAJ.
PIT TO  PALACE

(Life experiences of Pastor S. Sam Selva Raj)

“Whoso is wise, and will observe these things…”  

Psalm 107:43 (a)
During my very early days in the year, 1972, I was prompted by the Spirit of the Lord to conduct an evangelistic crusade in a place called Saidapet, Chennai. We had given enough advertisement through wall posters, hand bills etc. inviting people for the crusade.  I, with the help of my fellowmen tried as much as possible to bring people.

Plenty of prayers were offered exclusively for this programme. Some of my friends brought their musical instruments and special song sheets. At the time of the commencement of the crusade, we were not able to see any people coming over there.  But we had been waiting for a long time.  Finally two brothers came to attend the crusade.  All my fellow brethren who worked hard for the crusade felt very sad.  They asked me why God has not answered our sincere prayers and honoured our hard work. I told them that God may have His answer in His own way.  I did not really lose hope. I strengthened myself in the Lord my God (1 Samuel 30:6).

However, we conducted the worship service and I preached a powerful message and one among the two participants gave his life to the Lord and later he committed himself to work for the Lord with me.

Now God has raised me to preach in crusades where thousands of people gather in India and outside the country of India. God’s name is glorified. For this, I had to wait for several years with much patience and faith.

Dear brothers and sisters, are you sailing in a boat of failure?  Do you think that all your hard works and fasting prayers are not yielding fruits?  Some times God is silent when we are very active with great and immediate expectation, to test out faith and patience towards Him.  

“that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” I Peter 1:7 

God bless you.

Holy Bible

Salvation for the Gentiles
Isaiah 56:1-7

1. Thus says the Lord: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for My salvation is about to come, and My righteousness to be revealed.
2. Blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who lays hold on it; who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.

3. Do not let the son of the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord speak, saying, “The Lord has utterly separated me from His people” nor let the eunuch say, “Here I am, a dry tree”.

4. For thus says the Lord: To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, and hold fast My covenant,

5. Even to them I will give in my house and within My walls a place and a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.

6. Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant

  7. Even them I will bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer.  

  Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on My altar; for My house shall be   

  called a house of prayer for all nations.

Great Commission Partners

TO SHARE (Galatians 6:2), 

SUPPORT (Romans 12:13) & 

  SPEEDUP (II Timothy 1:6)

Prayer Requests

(Please take this sheet out, fold it and keep it in your Bible and pray continuously)

Day - 1

Even as you thank God for all the wonderful guidance and counsel you received from Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior in 2011, pray also that the New Year will be a time of coming closer to God. 2 Peter 3:18 asks us to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. May that be our prayer for 2012.
Day - 2
Remember to give God glory for all that He accomplished through you in the last year. Romans 11:36 says 'from His and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen.

Day - 3
Pastor D. S. Prakash, Thiruvallur is ministering among tribals.  Kindly pray for his church construction and also for the tribal people.

Day - 4
Please pray for Pastor K. Krishnamurthy, Pondicherry to buy a land and construct a small church and also to buy two-wheeler for his field work.

Day - 5
Pastor P. Aruldas, Thiruvaiyar, Tamil Nadu is constructing his branch church in Panaveli.  Kindly pray for the completion of the branch church and also to have more villages churches in his area.

Day - 6
Kindly pray for the multifarious ministries of Pastor Y.P. Stalin, Christian Prayer House, Chennai and also for all the committed missionaries to fulfill their responsibilities.

Day - 7
Dedicate yourself along with your family into the hands of the Almighty God this year. 2 Timothy 4:18 has a wonderful promise: 'The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom.' Let's claim this promise every day of our lives.

Day - 8
Kindly pray our Almighty to bless the church members and the family members of Pastor K. Raja, Perambur, Chennai ministering in Pudupet.

Day - 9
Pastor E. Palani Mathew, New Bethel Believers Prayer House, Porur, Chennai is building branch church in Kunrattur, Chennai.  Kindly pray for the completion of the construction work and also for the dedication ceremony for the new branch church.

Day - 10
Pastor S. Sundara Raj, Sengottai, Tamil Nadu bought 9 cents of land to construct his church.  Kindly pray for the removal of obstacles in constructing the church.

Day - 11
Kindly pray for the multifarious ministries of Pastor J. Titus Gnana Sither, viz.,  Compassion Home for the Aged Ministry and Athuma Athayam Magazine Minstry.  Please pray for his family also.

Day - 12
Pastor A. Aaron Duraikannu, Kancheepuram is evangelizing in the remote villages of his area.  Kindly pray for his family to have peacefulness and blessing.

Day - 13
Kindly pray for Pastor D. Beniel for his new church construction and its needs.

Day - 14
Pastor Jayasekaran, Perambur, Chennai is having his own church in Kancheepuram, kindly pray for the believers to have more strength to do His work effectively.

Day - 15
We encourage you to use these points in your daily prayer as a family, prayer group or an individual. We would be glad if you take copies of these prayer points and share them with other believers in your church, prayer group or work place.

Day - 16
Pray for the Great Commission Partners of Echo of His Call Ministries and their families and also Pray for our St. Paul's Matriculation School students

Day - 17
We need  Cots - 20 Nos., Bed Sheets 20 Nos., Fridge (Big size) 1No. Gas stove (Big) 1No. Tables 5 Nos., Benches 5 Nos., for our   Nehemiah Bible College (Residential). Pray for this.

Day - 18
Our Nehemiah Bible College Residential Course begins on June 1st week. Please pray for these arrangements.

Day - 19
Material blessings are important but in this New Year, let us pray earnestly for spiritual blessings. 2 Peter 1:3 says 'His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him…' Let us pray that we will know Jesus in a very intimate way, even more than we knew Him in all the past years.

Day - 20
Let us remember these are the last days. One of the signs of end times is the rise and growth of false prophets and antichrists. 1 John 4:1 asks us to test every spirit to see whether it is of God. Pray for discernment in identifying and shunning evil.

Day - 21
Pray for a greater in-filling of God's love in you. The new commandment of Jesus Christ is to love one another (John 13:34). Even when loving someone who has hurt us or betrayed our faith seems impossible, let us remember 1 John 4:19. We were unworthy of God's love too.

Day - 22
Are you intimidated by the challenges ahead of you? If lack of resource is making you to redraft your plans and tighten the belt, remember our God's name is Jehovah Jireh (God provides). Pray for courage and removal of anxiety from your life. 1 Peter 5:7 asks us to 'Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you'.

Day - 23
Pray for our Echo of His Call Evening  Bible Colleges functioning in  Chepauk and Velachery. Pray for the students studying there so that they make  use  of the given opportunity.

Day - 24
The postal charges to send our Echo of His Call magazine to countries like Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Srilanka have gone up to a great extent. Please pray that the Lord meets these expenses.

Day - 25
Pray for Echo of His Call Printing Press Machine and the staff and also Pray for all the readers of Echo of His Call magazines. Let our Lord speak with them for their blessing.

Day - 26
Pray for Bible Correspondence course (Biblecor) and Theological Correspondence Course and for the students

Day - 27
Pray for 24 hour prayer group of Echo of His Call and also Pray for Womens’ meeting held on every Wednesday, evening 5.30 P.M.

Day - 28
Dedicate your country into God's hands and pray today for peace and prosperity to abound in your land. If you are living away from your homeland, pray also for the land that is providing for you now. Pray for all evangelism efforts in your country.

Day - 29
Let us pray for our church leaders today. Pray for your pastor's own walk of faith - his prayer life, for his faith, that he would grow spiritually and in his love for God.

Day - 30
Commit your family into God's hands today and pray for well-being.

Day - 31
If you have a specific prayer point that you would like us to pray for along with our readers, you can send it to us by email at sam@echoofhiscall.org
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